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1. Disappointments in life can cause us to LOSE faith.  

2. Disappointments in life can cause us to ISOLATE our disappointments from our 
faith.  

3. Disappointments in life can cause us to press deeper INTO our faith. 

“The depths of God’s love can often be known best in the depths of despair. 
When you say, ‘my pain is deep, but God’s love is deeper still.’”  
 -Charles Spurgeon - pastor, author, theologian 

“Then Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t 
have died.’” John 11:21 (CSB) 

“As soon as Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet 
and told him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died!’” 
John 11:32 (CSB) 

TO MARTHA, JESUS GIVES THE THEOLOGICAL ANSWER  

“‘Your brother will rise again,’ Jesus told her. Martha said to him, “I know that 
he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me, even if he dies, will 
live. Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.’”  
John 11: 23-26 (CSB) 

• Suffering is the result of the CURSE of death on our sin. 

• God has REVERSED the curse of death by sending Jesus to suffer for 
our sin in our place. 

• God uses our suffering to bring POSITIVE results - for our good and His 
glory. 

“ We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, 
who are called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28 (CSB) 

“‘Remove the stone,’ Jesus said. Martha, the dead man’s sister, told him, ‘Lord, 
there is already a stench because he has been dead four days.’ Jesus said to 
her, ‘Didn’t I tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?’”  
John 11: 39-40 (CSB) 

TO MARY, JESUS GIVES THE PRACTICAL ANSWER. 

“When Jesus saw her crying, and the Jews who had come with her crying, he 
was deeply moved in his spirit and troubled. ‘Where have you put him?’ he 
asked. ‘Lord,’ they told him, ‘come and see.’ Jesus wept.”  
John 11: 33-35 (CSB) 


