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“The Lord disciplines the one He loves, and chastises every 
son whom He receives.” -Hebrews 12:6 (ESV)   

1. ELI'S INCOMPETENCE MADE HIM A FAILURE AS A 
PRIEST. 

“Now this man [Elkanah] used to go up year by year from 
his city to worship and to sacrifice to the LORD of hosts at 
Shiloh, where the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, 
were priests of the LORD.” -1 Samuel 1:3 (ESV) 

“O LORD of hosts, if you will indeed look on the affliction 
of your servant and remember me and not forget your 
servant, but will give to your servant a son, then I will give 
him to the LORD all the days of his life, and no razor shall 
touch his head.” -1 Samuel 1:11 (ESV) 

“She was deeply distressed [and] wept bitterly.”

-1 Samuel 1:10 (ESV) 

“Hannah was speaking in her heart; only her lips moved, 
and her voice was not heard.” -1 Samuel 1:13 (ESV)


“As she kept on praying to the Lord, Eli observed her 
mouth.” -1 Samuel 1:12 (NIV)


“Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips were 
moving but her voice was not heard. Eli thought she was 
drunk and said to her, ‘How long will you keep on getting 
drunk? Get rid of your wine.’” -1 Samuel 1:13-14 (NIV) 

“Every high priest chosen from among men is appointed 
to act on behalf of men in relation to God…" 

-Hebrews 5:1 (ESV) 

2.  ELI'S INDIFFERENCE MADE HIM A FAILURE AS A 
PARENT. 

“Now the sons of Eli were worthless men. They did not 
know the LORD.” -1 Samuel 2:12 (ESV) 

“Thus the sin of the young men was very great in the sight 
of the LORD, for the men treated the offering of the LORD 
with contempt.” -1 Samuel 2:17 (ESV) 

“Now Eli was very old, and he kept hearing all that his 
sons were doing to all Israel, and how they lay with the 
women who were serving at the entrance to the tent of 
meeting.” -1 Samuel 2:22 (ESV) 

“He said to them, ‘Why do you do such things? For I hear 
of your evil dealings from all these people. No, my sons; it 
is no good report that I hear the people of the LORD 
spreading abroad.’" -1 Samuel 2:23-24 (ESV) 

“If someone sins against a man, God will mediate for him, 
but if someone sins against the LORD, who can intercede 
for him?” -1 Samuel 2:25 (ESV) 

“And this that shall come upon your two sons, Hophni and 
Phinehas, shall be the sign to you: both of them shall die 
on the same day.” -1 Samuel 2:34 (ESV) 
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