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“What Impresses God” 
Life Lessons From The Parables of Jesus 

May 6th, 2018



“Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous, and despised others.” Luke 18:9 

I. The Pharisee Who FOOLED Himself  

“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 
tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 'God, I 
thank You that I am not like other men-extortionists, un-just, adulterers, 
or even as this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I 
possess.’” (vv.10-12)  

• Fooled by his fasting 

• Fooled by his giving 

• Fooled by his praying 

What impresses God is when you don't try to impress God.  

II. The Person Who FAULTED Himself  

“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to 
heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.’” (v.13) 

Humility impresses God… 

• His eyes 

• His hands 

• His voice 

Honesty impresses God. 

III. The Principle That FULFILLS Itself  

“I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the 
other; for everyone who exalts himself will be abased, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted.” (v.14)  

• It is not how you see you, but how God sees you that matters.  

• When you see God the way you should see God, then you will see 
you the way you really are.  

• Mercy is not what God pays you because you tell Him you have 
earned it. It is what God gives you when you admit to Him that you 
need it.  


